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Dear Parents/Carers,

As Halloween and bonfire night approaches, we wanted to take this opportunity to ensure everyone enjoys these celebrations safely. These occasions not only bring excitement and fun, but also a risk of anti-social behaviour and harm. Therefore, we want to encourage you to have conversations with your children to keep them and our communities safe.

We know Halloween can be a fang-tastic time for many, but here is some advice on how to have a hair-raising time for all the right reasons:
· If your children are going trick or treating, make sure they’re accompanied by a responsible adult and you know where they plan on going.
· Ensure children only go to houses of people they know and they respect homes with a ‘no trick or treat’ sign.
· We’d encourage you to make children aware of not frightening elderly or vulnerable people as not everyone wants to participate in Halloween activities.
· It’s important to stay in well-lit areas and avoid taking shortcuts through gardens, alleyways or parks.
· Try to ensure costumes are bright or have a reflective strip and if part of the costume includes a mask, make sure they can see through it.
· Make sure costumes meet the necessary safety standards. Look for a CE mark, which shows that the manufacturer guarantees the product’s safety. Always keep costumes away from candles. 
· Please remind children that throwing eggs is a form of anti-social behaviour, which will not be tolerated.

Visit the Staffordshire Police website for more advice about Halloween https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/police-forces/staffordshire-police/areas/staffordshire-police/campaigns/campaigns/halloween-safety-tips/ and anti-social behaviour https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/asb/asb/antisocial-behaviour/ 

Bonfire night is also an exciting time for people, but there are some risks that come with fireworks and flames. Here is some advice on how to stay safe this bonfire night:
· We would always encourage you to go to an organised bonfire and firework display, rather than having one at home.
· If you do have a bonfire or fireworks at home, please ensure that open flames are kept a safe distance from trees, sheds and fences. 
· We would also advise only burning appropriate material – don’t burn items like batteries, aerosols, tyres or fireworks.
· Never go near a firework once it’s been lit – even if it doesn’t go off straight away. 
· Make sure children are wearing gloves when handling a sparkler and they keep it at arm’s length.
· Keep a bucket of water close by and always ensure bonfires and fireworks are extinguished properly.
· Always keep fireworks in a secure box and out of reach of children.

There is more advice about bonfire night on the Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service’s website: https://www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/your-safety/safety-at-home/bonfire-night-safety/

We want to ensure everyone has a great time celebrating these seasonal events, but we also want to make sure people do so safely.

There is more advice on both the Staffordshire Police and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service website and if there is an emergency, always call 999.

[image: ]
Victoria Lee
Chief Superintendent, Head of Local Policing
Staffordshire Police


Nick Jones 
Head of Prevent, Protect and Partnerships
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service
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