
Music Curriculum 

Vocabulary Progression 

By the end of EYFS: 
 
 
action, band, beat, copy, count, fast, high, higher, hit, instrument, listen, 
loud, louder, low, lower, match, movement, note, pattern, perform, play, 
pulse, quick, quicker, quiet, quieter, repeat, rest, rhythm, scrape, shake, sing, 
slide, slow, slower, sound, sound effect, speak, speed, start, stop, tune, voice, 
volume 
 

By the end of KS1: 
 
Adagio, Allegro, Baroque, Beat, Chorus, Compose, Composer, Conductor, 
Crescendo, Crotchet, Decrescendo, Duet, Dynamics, Forte, Graphic score, 
Improvise, Instrument, Layer, Melody, Notation, Note, Notes, Opera, 
Orchestra, Paired quavers, Perform, Piano, Pitch, Presto, Pulse, Repeat, Rest, 
Rhythm, Round, Score, Sound, Soundscape, Stave, Tempo, Unison, Verse 
 

By the end of Year 4 (lower KS2): 
 
 
Appraise, Bar line, Call and response, Classical, Compose, Drone, Duration, 
Dynamics, Improvise, Improvisation, Inter-related dimensions, Lyrics, 
Melody, Pentatonic scale, Pitch, Pulse, Rehearse, Rhythm, Scale, Scatting, 
Score, Swing time, Tempo, Texture, Time signature 
 


